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BILL 



Amend the Law of Ireland as to the Sea Coast 
Fisheries. 

IIEREAS it is expedient to amend tlie Laws relating to 
tlie Sea Eislieries of Ireland : Be it therefore enacted by 
the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the 
Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
5 mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority 
of the same, as follows : 




Preliminary. 

1. This Act may be cited for all Purposes as “The Eishery 
(Ireland) Act, 1866.” 

10 2. This Act shall not come into operation until the First Bay of 

October One thousand eight hundred and sixty-. 

3. Erom and after the Commencement of this Act there shall be 
repealed so much of the several Acts herein-after mentioned as 
relates to the Sea Eisheries of Ireland ; (that is to say,) 

15 An Act passed in the Sixth Year of the Reign of Her Majesty, 
Chapter One hundred and six, intituled “ An Act to regulate 
“ the Irish Eisheries 

[Bill 117.] A An 
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Sea Coast Fisheries (Ireland). 

An Act passed in the Eighth. Year of Her Majesty, Chapter One 
hundred and eight, intituled “ An Act to amend an Act of the 
“ Sixth Year of Her present Majesty, intituled ‘ An Act to 
‘regulate the Irish Esheries,’ and to empower the Constabu- 
“ l ai 7 ®> r °e to enforce certain Provisions respecting the Irish 5 
“ fisheries 

An Act passed in the Ninth Year of Her Majesty, Chapter One 
hundred and eight, intituled “ An Act for the further Amend- 
ment of an Act of the Sixth Year of Her present Majesty, 

“ for regulating the Irish Fisheries 

An Act passed in the Tenth Year of Her Majesty, Chapter One 
hundred and fourteen, intituled “ An Act for the further Amend- 
“ ment of an Act of the Sixth Year of Her present Majesty, for 
“ regulating the Irish Fisheries 
Provided that such Repeal shall not affect 

1. Any Security duly given before this Act conies into operation : 

2. Any Liability accruing before this Act comes into operation : 

3. Any Penalty, Forfeiture, or other Punishment incurred or to 

he incurred in respect of any Offence committed before this 
Act comes into operation : 

4. The Institution of any legal Proceeding or any other Remedy 

for ascertaining, enforcing, or recovering any such Liability, 
Penalty, Forfeiture, or Punishment as aforesaid. 

Central Authority. 

4. The Commissioners for the Execution of this Act shall consist 25 
o tlie following Persons ; viz., tlie Special Commissioners for Irish 
Fisheries appointed under the Act of . Twenty-sixth and Twenty- 
seventh of Victoria, Chapter One hundred and fourteen, and called 
hereafter the Commissioners, and the general Superintendence of 
the Fisheries throughout Ireland shall he vested in them : Provided 30 
always, that it shall he lawful for the Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury to appoint any Inspector or other Officer that 
may he necessary for carrying this Act into execution, and to re- 
move the Commissioners or any Inspector, Clerk, or other Officer, 
or any One or more of them, and to appoint another or others in 35 
the Room of the Person or Persons so removed or dying or re- 
signing, and to pay to such Commissioners, Inspector, Cleric or 
other Officer respectively, out of such Monies as may he provided by 
Parliament for the Purpose, such Sums by way of annual Salaries 
as the Commissioners of Ber Majesty’s Treasury shall think fit; and 40 
the Commissioners shall have equal and co-ordinate Powers, Autho- 
rities, and Privileges, so far as regards the carrying into execution 
the Provisions of this Act; and all such Powers, Authorities, and Pri- 
vileges shall and may he exercised by any One or more of them. 

5. It 



10 



15 



20 
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5 . It shall bo lawful for the Commissioners, or any Inspector or Commission ers, 
other Officer appointed for the Purposes of this Act, to use and em p° w ered to 
exercise all Powers and Authorities for enforcing the Provisions of SSefSs 
this Act conferred by this Act upon Water Bailiffs. V i ct . 

c. 106. s. 89. 

5 6. The Commissioners or any Inspector appointed by the Lords Powers of 

Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury may examine any Wit- 
nesses on Oath, and with respect to enforcing the Attendance of 
Witnesses, and the Production of Deeds, Books, Papers, and Docu- 
ments, shall have the same Powers as the Judges of One of Her 
10 Majesty’s Superior Courts of Westminster have for such or the 
like Purposes ; moreover it shall be lawful for the Commissioners or 
any Inspector appointed as aforesaid to order any Person to be 
removed from their Court who may interrupt the Business of the 
Court or refuse to obey their lawful Orders in respect of the same ; 

15 and it shall be the Duty of the Chief Constable, Commissioner, or 
Chief Officer of Police of the County, City, Borough, or Place in 
which the Court is held to take care that an Officer of Police do 
attend that Court during its Sitting for the Purpose of keeping 
Order therein, and to carry into effect any such Order of the 
20 Commissioners or Inspector as aforesaid. 

7 . The Commissioners shall, on or before the last Day of January Commis- 
in every Year, make a Report to the Lord Lieutenant or other sloners 10 
Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland of their Proceedings for ally. 

the preceding Year, and of the Receipt and Expenditure of any 5&6 Yict. 
25 Stuns of Money which the said Commissioners shall, under the c - 106 - 8 - 112 - 
Provisions of this Act, receive or expend ; and such Report shall 
also contain, as far as may be practicable, a Statistical Account 
of the said .Fisheries, arranged and classified under such different 
Heads as may appear to the said Commissioners to be most suited 
30 and adapted for the Purpose, or as may from Time to Time be 
directed by the said Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or 
Governors ; and a Copy of every such Report shall be laid before Copy of 

, TT /,-r, T . Report to be 

each House or Parliament it then sitting. laid before 

Parliament. 

8. For the Purpose of facilitating the registering of Vessels and The Coasts 
35 Boats engaged in the Sea and Tideway Fisheries of Ireland, the 

Commissioners shall divide the Coast of Ireland into such and so into Districts 
many Districts or Divisions, to be designated by such Names, Marks, p^ r * 6 SC3 of 
or Letters as they shall deem fit, and shall and may,' if they shall this Act. 
think fit, from Time to Time alter such Districts, Divisions, and She Vict. 
40 Designations, and such Districts, Divisions, and Designations, or c ' 106, s ‘ 
Alterations thereof as aforesaid, shall be published by the Oom- 
[147.] A 2 missioners, 
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missioners in such Manner as tliey may direct, and shall also he 
recorded in the Office of the Commissioners. 

9. At such of the Coast Guard Stations within such Districts 
or Divisions respectively as the Commissioners shall appoint, subject 
to the Consent and Approbation of the Lords Commissioners of 5 
the Admiralty, there shall be kept in a Book or Books, to be pro- 
vided for that Purpose, a Registry of all Vessels, Boats, Cots, or 
Curraghs engaged in fishing, and belonging to Places within the 
District or Division in which such Coast Guard Station may be 
situate, together with the Names of the Owners of such Vessels, and 10 
of the Ports to which the same may respectively belong, and the 
Number of Men usually employed in each such Vessel, Boat, Cot, 
or Curragh ; and the Owners of such Vessels, Boats, Cots, or Cur- 
raghs are hereby required to have registered accordingly their Names, 
and the Names of their Vessels, and the Ports to which they severally 15 
belong, and the Number of their Men; and the Owner of each 
Vessel, Boat, Cot, or Curragh shall be furnished by the registering 
Officer for the Time being with a Certificate of such Registry signed 
by him, and pay such Sum as the Commissioners may direct, not 
exceeding the Sum of One Shilling for each such Certificate ; and 20 
such Certificate, or a Copy thereof obtained from such registering 
Officer, shall be conclusive Evidence of such Registration ; and the 
Number and Mark or Letter which shall be assigned to each Vessel, 
Boat, Cot, or Curragh hv the registering Officer, together with the 
Names of the Vessel, of the Owner, or some One of the Owners, 25 
where more than One, and of the Port to which such Vessel, Boat, 
Cot, or Curragh belongs, shall he painted on the Stern of such Vessel, 
Boat, Cot, or Curragh ; and such Number and Mark or Letter shall 
he also painted on the Sails and Bows or Quarters, and on the Buoys 
attached to the Nets used with such Vessel, Boat, Cot, or Curragh, 30 
or on small Boards permanently attached to such Nets for the Pur- 
pose, in such Manner and in Figures of such Dimensions as the 
Commissioners shall direct ; and if any Vessel, Boat, Cot, or Curragh 
shall he used for fishing on any Part of the Coast of Ireland, or within 
any Estuary thereof, at any Time after the First Day of July One 35 
thousand eight hundred and sixty -seven, which Vessel, Boat, Cot, or 
Curragh shall not have been so duly registered as aforesaid, or on the 
Stern whereof the Name of such Vessel, Boat, Cot, or Curragh, that 
of the Owner or One of the Owners, and of the Port to which such 
V essel, Boat, Cot, or Curragh may belong, shall not be so painted, 40 
and on the Sails, Bows, or Quarters, and Buoys and small Boards 
attached to the Nets whereof, such Number and Mark or Letter shall 
not be so painted, the Owner, Master, or chief Officer of such Vessel, 
Boat, Cot, or Curragh so used, shall for every such Offence forfeit 

and 
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and pay a Sum not exceeding Ten Founds : Provided always, that 
when any such Vessel shall not be permanently engaged in fishing, 
the Number and Mark or Letter may be temporarily attached to the 
Sails, Bows, and Quarters of such Vessel, in such Manner and for 
5 such Time as shall be permitted by the Commissioners ; and provided 
also, that Vessels belonging to Places out of Ireland may, for the 
Purposes of this Act, be registered at the Coast Guard Station of 
any District or Division within or adjoining which such Vessel shall 
be engaged in fishing for the Time being, the Owner, Master, or 
10 chief Officer of any such Vessel being subject nevertheless in both 
last-mentioned Cases to forfeit and pay a Sum not exceeding Ten 
Toxoids if he shall neglect to comply with the Provisions aforesaid ; 
and any Officer or Men of the Coast Guard is or are hereby autho- 
rized to seize and detain in his Custody all Boats, Vessels, &c., not 
15 registered and marked as herein directed ; and such Boats or Vessels 
so seized may be restored to the Owner on the Penalties and Costs 
incurred being paid. 



Regulations as to Trawl and Drift Nets. 



10 . The following Regulations as to Trawl and other Pishing Regulations 
20 shall he adopted : . 

(1.) Trawl Uisliing is forbidden in all Places where there are Boats Nets. 

engaged in Herring or Mackerel Drift Net Fishing : See 6 4 7^ t 

(2.) Trawl Boats shall always keep at a Distance of at least Three schedule, 
Miles from, all Boats fishing for Herrings or Mackerel Art. 24, 2S, 

-r, , 7 , 26,60, &61. 

25 with Drift Nets : 



(3.) Whenever Herring or Mackerel Boats shall commence Drift 
Net Fishing in any Place whatever, and that Herring or 
Mackerel Drift Net Fishing is being bona fide carried on, 
the Trawl Boats which may be already fishing in such 
30 Place shall depart therefrom, and shall keep at a Distance 

of at least Throe Miles from tlio said Drift Net Herring or 



Mackerel Boats : 

(4.) When Nets of different Boats get foul of each other, the 
Master of the said Boats shall not cut them, unless it shall 
35 have been found impossible to clear them by other Means ; 

and if they are so obliged to cut them, they shall knot or 
join the Parts as far as shall be practicable : 

(5.) All Fishing Boats, all Bigging, Gear, or other Appurtenances 
of Fishing Boats, all Nets, Buoys, Floats, or other Fishing 
10 Implements whatsoever found or picked up at Sea, shall, as 

soon as possible, be delivered at the nearest Coast Guard 
Station, and any Person acting in contravention of this 
Section shall incur a Penalty not exceeding Ten Founds. 

[147.] A 3 Oyster 
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Oyster Fisheries. 

11. It shall not he lawful for any Person, between the First Fay 
of May and the First Fay of September in any Year, to have in his 
Possession, dredge for, take, catch, or destroy any Oyster or Oyster 
Brood, save and except where the Season for taking the same may 5 
have been changed by the Commissioners under the Provisions of 
the Acts hereby repealed ; and it shall he lawful for the Com- 
missioners to alter, if they shall think fit, on the Application of any 
Person interested in any Oyster .Fishery the Season in any Locality 
during which it shall not be lawful to dredge for or take any Oysters, 10 
taking the like Steps as are provided in case of altering the Season 
for Salmon Pishing herein-before provided. 

12. It shall be lawful for the Owner or Occupier of any Land 
bordering on the Sea or any Estuary, with the Permission in "Writing 

of the Commissioners, or for any Person or Persons, with the 15 
Consent in Writing of such Owner or Occupier, and with the Per- 
mission in Writing of the Commissioners, to form or plant any 
Oyster Bed or Laying on the Shore adjacent to such Lands, and 
between High-water and Low-water Mark, and above or below the 
Level of the lowest Water Mark of Spring Tides, or for any Person 20 
or Persons without such Consent, as aforesaid, and with the Per- 
mission of the Commissioners, to form or plant any Oyster Bed below 
Low-water Mark, ns the said Commissioners shall think fit ; and it 
shall be lawful for the several Persons forming or planting any such 
Oyster Bed or Laying to hold the same as private Property, and to 25 
exercise an exclusive Control over the same, and such Oyster Beds 
shall be entitled to the like Protection as is provided in case of any 
other Oyster Beds or Layings being the exclusive Property of any 
Person : Provided always, that any such Permission as last aforesaid 
shall be lodged with the Clerk of the Peace of the County in which 30 
such Oyster Beds or Layings shall be situate, and in all Cases where 
it shall hereafter become necessary to prove any such Permission of 
said Commissioners in any Court of Law or Justice or elsewhere, a 
Copy obtained from the Office of any such Clerk of the Peace with 
whom the same may be lodged, and certified by him to be a true Copy 35 
thereof, shall be received and taken as full and sufficient Evidence of 
the Existence of any such Permission, and which Copy such Clerk 
of the Peace is hereby required to furnish at the Price of Sixpence 
for each Copy so furnished and certified: Provided always, that the 
forming and planting of such Oyster Beds as aforesaid shall not give 40 
any exclusive Bight or Title to the Occupancy of the said Shore, 
except for the Purpose aforesaid, or to the Appropriation of any 
public Banks or Beds at present resorted to for Oysters, but that 

the 
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the Rights herein-before granted and conferred are to be considered 
as exclusively applying to Places where no public Oyster Beds 
at present exist ; saving to the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, and 
all the Subjects of this Realm, the free and Ml Exercise and Enjoy- 
5 ment of all other Rights of fishing or other Rights whatsoever in or 
along the said Shore ; and provided also, that in case of any such 
Permission being granted to any Occupier of any Land bordering on 
the Sea or any Estuary as aforesaid, or to any Person with his Con- 
sent, or to any other Person, such Permission shall only continue 
10 and be in force dining the Continuance of such Occupancy, or the 
legal Transfer of same to any other Person, which shall be duly 
noticed to the Commissioners, and such Transfer recorded in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Peace ; and in the Case of any Permission 
being granted to any Person with the Consent of any Owner, 
15 such Permission 'to plant Oyster Beds shall only continue and be 
in force for such Period as shall be named in the Consent of such 
Owner. 

13 . No Licence to plant Oyster Beds shall be granted by the 
Commissioners until they or any Inspector as aforesaid by their 

20 Directions shall have held a public Inquiry in the Locality, giving 
at least Fourteen Days Notice of such Inquiry by Advertisements 
inserted twice at least in some Newspaper published and circulating 
in the County in which the proposed Oyster Beds are situated, and 
by printed Notices posted at the usual Places for posting Notices 
25 within the Locality of the proposed Oyster Beds. 

14 . "When the Commissioners shall have decided on granting a 
Licence for Oyster Beds to any Person or Persons they shall cause 
Notices of then Intention to grant such Licence to be published in 
the same Manner as before mentioned, such Notices to describe 

30 accurately the Position of the Oyster Bed and the Name and 
Address of the Person or Persons to whom they have decided to 
grant such Licence; and any Person feeling aggrieved by such 
Decision may appeal to the Going Judge of Assize on giving the 
Commissioners and the Person to whom such Licence is proposed to 
35 be granted Notice within One Month of the Date of the posting of 
such Notices of his Intention so to appeal. If unappealed from, or 
confirmed on Appeal by such Judge, such Licence shall be final, 
conclusive, and binding on all Parties. 

15 . Nothing herein shall be construed to protect, as an exclusive 
40 Right or private Property, any Oyster Bed or Laying, or Oyster 

Pishery lying below the Level of the lowest Water of Spring Tides, 
[147.] A 4 or 
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not to be or to subject any Person to be deemed guilty of or to be indicted for 
vatePro- 11 " Larceny for taking Oysters from any such Oyster Bed or Pisliery, 
perty unless unless sncli Oyster Bed or Fishery shall be legally possessed and 
Charter or enjoyed by some Person by virtue of Charter, Grant, Patent, or Act 
Prescription, of Parliament, in and by -which such Oyster Bed or Fishery is specially 5 
missionof granted, and the Limits thereof accurately described, or unless the 
Commis- same has been held and enjoyed by Prescription as an exclusive 
sioners. Right and private Property or unless such Oyster Bed or Laying 
c.to8.^ C i6. shaL have been or shall be made with the Permission of the 

Commissioners, as herein provided. 10 
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16. For the Purpose of replenishing and supplying such artificial 
Oyster Beds or Layings, or other Beds and Layings * the exclusive 
Property of any Person or Persons, but for no other Purpose what- 
soever, it shall be lawful for any Person to dredge for and take Oysters 
from any natural public Bed lying below the Level of the lowest 15 
Water of Spring Tides, during such Part only of the Close Season 
as now fixed or hereafter to be fixed under the Provisions of this 
Act, as the Commissioners shall think fit to appoint for such 
Purpose for or in any District or Place : Provided always, that 
if any Oysters dredged or taken during sncli Part of the Close 20 
Season shall be brought to Shore, or sold or offered for Sale, or he 
found in the Possession of any Person on Land, or be used for any 
other Purpose than the replenishing or supplying any such artificial 
or other Bed as aforesaid, every Person so offending shall forfeit all 
such Oysters, and he subject and liable to the same Penalties and 25 
Forfeitures as by this Act prescribed in Cases of Offences against the 
Provisions of this Act for the Observance of the Close Season in 
respect to Oysters. 



Commis- 17. It shall be lawful for the Commissioners from Timo to Time 
make Bye- to make and ordain such Byelaws, Buies, and Regulations as to 30 
laws for Im- them shall seem expedient, to prevent the Destruction or Removal 
Oyster Cm ° L’om any Oyster Beds of small unsizeable Oysters, and to fix by any 
Fisheries. such Byelaws, Rules, or Regulations the Size or Dimensions of the 
c 108 ^20 sma ^- es ^ Oysters which may be removed from such Beds, and to 

appoint such Means to be adopted in the dredging and culling of 35 
the Oysters on the Fishing Grounds as will secure the Return to the 
Sea of all Oysters of less Dimensions than those to he so fixed, and 
during any Part of the Close Time, or in Places where dredging for 
Oysters shall be prohibited for a certain Period, to prohibit, if they 
shall so think fit, that any Boat shall have on board a Dredge or 40 
other Implement for the taking of Oysters, and to make such other 
Rules and Regulations as to them shall seem fit for the Increase, 
Improvement, and Protection of the Oyster Fisheries. 

18. It 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




9 



Sea Coast Fisheries {Ireland). 

18. It shall he lawful for any Proprietor or Tenant of any Oyster Proprietors 
Bed or Laying, or for any associated Body of Persons interested in 

the Protection and Improvement of any Oyster Eishery, to appoint appoint ‘ 
by any Instrument in Writing in the Porm in the Schedule to this 
5 Act annexed, in the same Manner and subject to the same Restrictions, 8&9 y ict • 
any Person or Persons to he a Water Bailiff or Water Bailiffs for the c . 108 . s. 21 . 
Protection of any sncli Oyster Pisliery, and for the due Enforcement 
of the Provisions of this Act in respect of the same, and of the Bye- 
laws, Buies, and llegnlations to be made by the Commissioners in 
10 relation thereto; and the Water Bailiffs so to be appointed shall 
have and may exercise and use the Powers and Authorities con- 
ferred by this Act as herein-after mentioned. 

General Provisions. 

19. It shall be lawful for all Fishermen and Persons employed by Kstamon,^ 

15 them to enter upon all such Beaches,, Strands, and Wastes on or ° s ® 

adjoining the Sea Shore or any. Estuary, as maybe necessary for the SLiresfor 
Purpose of carrying on any Herring or other Sea Pishing, and also * 0 ' es u 0 r f 
to draw up and spread their Nets and land their Pish upon any fishing, 
such Beach, Strand, or Waste : Provided nevertheless, that they shall 5&6T.d. 
20 not erect any Fixtures or Fixed Nets thereon. 

20. It shall be lawful for all Watchmen, Directors, and Guiders 

of Fishermen, and all such Fishermen themselves, and such other f^sh.'”® 
Persons as shall necessarily attend the Nets or Fishings at the Times 5 & g Viet, 
of fishing for Herrings, Pilchards, and other Sea Fish, to enter and go 106. s. 4. 
25 into and upon any Lands which lie or adjoin near unto any Fishing 
Place, fit, convenient, and necessary to watch and to draw or carry the 
Pish on shore, and there to watch for the said Fish, and to direct and 
guide the said Fishermen which shall he upon the Sea and Sea Coasts 
•for tho taking of the said Fish; provided that no Person shall he 
30 empowered or authorized hy this Act to enter in or upon any enclosed 
Garden, or any Tillage Land with a growing Crop thereon. 

21. If any Person shall resist or forcibly obstruct any Fisherman, Penalty on 
or Person employed by him, in entering upon or using foi tlie sisting 01 . 
Purposes aforesaid the said Beaches, Strands, Wastes, and other obstructing 

35 Lands (save Gardens and Lands with a growing Crop as aforesaid), 

every Person so offending for every such Offence shall forfeit and pay Waste 
J -r, 7 Shores. 

any. Sum not exceeding Five Founds. 5 & 6 Viet. 

c. 106. s. 5. 

22 If any Person shall resist or obstruct any Persons lawfully Penalty on 
engaged in fishing, or in proceeding to fish, or in returning from 
40 fishing, or shall wilfully and maliciously place any Net or other obstructing 
Engine, or Obstruction of any Kind, with the Intent and Design an f 
° [14V.] B to 
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fishing in a 
legal Man- 
ner. 

5 & 6 Viet, 
c. 106. s. 28. 
and 6 & 7 
Viet. c. 79. 
s. 11. 



It shall be 
lawful for 
the Inhabi- 
tants of the 
United 
Kingdom to 
fish on the 
Coasts and 
in the 
Creeks, 
Bays, &c. of 
Ireland, and 
to use all 
Ports, Waste 
Shores, &c. 
59 G. 3. 
c. 109. s. 38. 



Officers and 
Men of Her 
Majesty’s 
Cruisers, and 
Officers and 
Mcnof Coast 
Guard Ser- 
vice, em- 
powered to 
enforce Pro- 
visions of 
this Act. 

5 & 6 Viet, 
c. 106. s. 86. 
and 7 & 8 
Viet. c. 108. 
s. 2. 



to prevent Pish from entering the Nets of other Persons set or 
placed in a legal Manner, or shall beat or disturb the Water, or in 
any other Manner act with the Intent and Design unlawfully to 
prevent Pish from being taken by any Person in a legal Manner, 
or shall wilfully and maliciously injure or destroy the Net or 5 
Boat of any Person, every Person so offending shall for every such 
Offence forfeit and pay any Sum not less than Five Founds and not 
exceeding Twenty Founds, and shall also pay Compensation for 
any Net or Boat so injured or destroyed ; and every such Net 
or other Engine or Obstruction so placed as aforesaid shall also be 10 
forfeited. 

23. It shall be lawful for the Inhabitants of the United Kingdom 
at all Times and Seasons of the Year, when they .shall t hink proper, 
freely to iish for, take, and cure any Herrings, Mackerel, Cod, and 
Lyng, or other Sorts of Pish, in all and every Part of the Seas, 15 
Creeks, and Bays, wherever such are to be found or can or may be 
taken, on the Coasts of Ireland, unless where such may be prohibited . 
by the Provisions of this Act ; and no Person or Persons shall under 
any Pretence whatsoever presume to obstruct or hinder any Person 

or Persons from fishing in the Places aforesaid ; nor shall any Person 20 
presume to demand or receive any Dues, Sums of Money, or other 
Consideration whatsoever from any Inhabitant of the United King- 
dom for the Use of any Ports, Harbours, or Waste Shores on the 
Coasts of Ireland, except for the Payment of . such Harbour or Pier 
Dues as are and by Law ought to be demanded lor Ships, Vessels, 25 
and Boats in. Piers and Harbours which are built and artificially 
made ; and every Person or Persons so offending shall for every such 
Offence forfeit the Sum of Twenty Founds, to be recovered in a 
summary Manner and levied and applied as other Porfeitures are 
herein directed to be levied and applied. 30 

24. It shall and may be lawful for all Officers and Petty Officers 
and Men belonging to the Cruisers of Her Majesty’s Navy, and for 
all Officers and Men of the Coast Guard, and for all Officers and 
Men of the Constabulary, anything in any Act of Parliament to the 
contraiy notwithstanding, at all Times and in all Places, and subject 35 
to such Directions and Regulations as the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, or the Inspector General of Constabulary, shall from 
Time to Time think fit to prescribe, to go; on board any Vessel 
employed in Pishing, and examine the Certificate of Registry and 
Nets of such Vessel, and whether the Regulations of this Act have 40 
been complied with, and whether the Master and. other Persons on 
board such Vessel are carrying on the said Pishery in the Manner 
hereby required, and to seize any illegal Nets or Engines, or Boats, 

Nets, 
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Nets, or Engines used contrary to tlie Provisions of this Act, or any 
of tlie Orders, Regulations, or Byelaws made by the said Commis- 
sioners ; and it shall be lawful for tlie Officers and Men employed officers and 
in the Coast Guard Service in Ireland, or of the Constabulary Porc-e, Men of tlle 
5 to execute, for the Purposes of this Act, on Sea or on Land, the empowered 
Warrants of any Justice or Justices, as fully and effectually as any t0 act as 
Person or Persons authorized and empowed to execute Warrants of Uous a es ' 
any Justice or Justices in Ireland may now execute the same on 
Land within their respective Districts, and also to do all such other 
10 Acts on Sea or Land in relation to tlie Preservation of the Peace 
among Persons engaged in Eishing, and the Enforcement of the 
Provisions of this Act, as any Water Bailiff or Constable may law- 
fully do within his Jurisdiction, and to have all the Powers, Privi- 
leges, and Authorities as are conferred on Water Bailiffs. 

15 25. When any Person shall be found at Sea, or on Rivers, Lakes, Offenders 

or other Waters, or on Land, offending against any of the Provisions pjXmded if 
of this Act, or of any Byelaw, Order, or Regulation of the Com- they refuse 
missioners, by the Use of any illegal Net, Engine, or Device whatso- 
ever for the taking of Pish, or by the Use of any Net, Engine, or 5 & 6 yi Ct . 
20 Device prohibited at such Time, or in any other Manner, it shall be c. 106 . s. 87. 
lawful for any Officer or Person empowered to enforce the Provisions 
of this Act, or for any Person interested in the Fishery in which such 
illegal Act may be committed, to require the Person so found 
offending forthwith to desist from such Offence, and also to tell his 
25 Christian Name, Surname, and Place of Abode ; and in case such 
Person shall, after being so required, refuse to tell his real Name or 
Place of Abode, or shall give such a general Description of his Place 
of Abode as shall be illusory for the Purpose of Discovery, or shall 
wilfully continue such Offence, it shall be lawful for the Officer or 
30 Person so requiring as aforesaid, and also for any Person acting by 
his Order and in his Aid, to apprehend such Offender, and to convey 
him, or cause him to be conveyed, as soon as conveniently may be, 
before a Justice of the Peace to be dealt with according to Law : 

Provided always, that no Person so apprehended shall on any Pre- 
35 tence whatsoever be detained for a longer Period than Twenty-four 
Homs from the Time of his Apprehension before he shall be brought 
before some Justice of the Peace; and that if he cannot, on account 
of the Absence or Distance of the Residence of any such J ustice of 
the Peace, or owing to any other reasonable Cause, be brought before 
40 a Justice of the Peace within such Twenty-four Homs as aforesaid, 
then the Person so apprehended shall be discharged, but may never- 
theless be proceeded against for his Offence by Summons or Warrant, 
as if no such Apprehension had taken place. 

[147.] B 2 26. Where 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Penalty on 
Persons 
using Vio- 
lence. 

5 & 6 Viet, 
c. 106. s. 88. 



Powers of 
W atev 
Bailiffs. 



Penalty on 
opposing or 
assaulting 
Commis- 
sioners, Con- 
servators, 
&c., or Per- 
sons autho- 
rized by 
them in 
execution of 
this Act. 

5 & 6 Viet, 
c. 106. s. 90. 

Provisions 
of 10 Viet, 
c. 32. and 
subsequent 
Acts ex- 
tended to 
this Act, 
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26. Where any Persons, to the Number of Three or more to- 
gether, shall be found by any Officer or Men of Her Majesty’s Navy, 
or of the Coast Guard, or Constabulary, or any Water Bailiff or 
Peace Officer, by Violence, Intimidation, or Menace, impeding, or 
obstructing, or attempting to impede or obstruct, any other Person 5 
or Persons in the lawful Prosecution of any Fishery, it shall he 
lawful for such Officer of the Navy or Coast Guard, or Constabulary 
Force, or Water Bailiff, and also for any Person acting by his Order 
or in his Aid, to apprehend such Offenders, and to convey them 
before a Justice of Peace to lie dealt with according to Law ; and 10 
every Person so offending by such Violence, Intimidation, or Menace 

as aforesaid, and every Person then and there aiding or abetting 
such Offender, shall, upon being convicted thereof, forfeit and pay 
for every such Offence such Penalty, not exceeding Twenty To finch, 
as to the convicting Justice shall seem meet, together with the Costs 15 
of the Conviction, which said Penalty shall be in addition to and 
independent of any other Penalty to which any such Person maybe 
liable for any other Offence against this Act. 

Water Bailiffs. 

27. Every Water Bailiff shall be empowered to exercise the 20 
Powers and Authorities of a Constable for the Enforcement of the 
Provisions of this Act, or any Byelaw made by the Commissioners, 
and shall be at liberty at all Times to enter any Boat or Vessel 
engaged in Fishing, and to examine all Nets, and to seize all Engines 
used contrary to the Provisions of this Act, or to any Byelaw or 25 
Order made by the Commissioners, and to examine the Certificate 

of Registry of any Vessel employed in Fishing, and the Production 
of his Warrant of Appointment shall he sufficient Authority for such 
Water Bailiff acting. 

28.. If any Person shall assault, resist, or obstruct any of the 30 
Commissioners, Inspectors, or other Officers, or any Person acting 
by their Authority, or any Water Bailiff, or any Person acting under 
them or any of them, in' the Execution of any of the Powers con- 
ferred on him or them by this Act, or by any Itule, Order, or Byelaw 
to be made in pursuance of this Act, every Person so offending shall 35 
for every such Offence forfeit and pay any Sum not exceeding Ten 
Pounds. 



Loans for the JE/ncouragement of Fisheries. 

29. For the Encouragement of the Fisheries of Ireland so much 
of the Provisions of the Act of the Tenth of Victoria, Chapter Thirty- 40 
two, and the subsequent Acts amending and extending the same, 
which authorize the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland to 

lend 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Sea Coast Fisheries (Ireland). 



13 



lend Money for the Improvement of Landed Property in Ireland and 
for other Matters, shall he extended to this Act ; and the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works in Ireland shall be and are hereby autho- 
rized to advance by way of Loans Sums of Money for the following 
5 Purposes and under the Conditions herein-after specified : 

(1.) To any of the above-mentioned Classes of Persons for the 
Cultivation or planting of Oyster Beds on the Shores of the 
Sea adjacent to their Lands, and for the planting of which 
Oyster Beds they shall have received the written Permis- 
sion of the Commissioners as herein-before mentioned : 

(2.) To any such Persons as aforesaid for the building of Piers, 
cleaning or dredging Harbours, Erection of Curing Houses 
or Sheds for the Purpose of curing or drying Eish, on the 
Certificate of the Commissioners that such Work is neces- 
sary and important : 

(3.) To any Person wlio shall produce sueli Security for the Repay- 
ment of such Money as he may he entitled to borrow, on 
the Certificate of the Commissioners, as maybe satisfactory 
to the Commissioners of Public Works for the building and 
repairing of Boats and Vessels or the Purchase of Pishing 
Gear, or such other Purpose as the Commissioners may 
certify under their Hands to he expedient for the Promotion 
of the Fisheries, hut Loans for the Purposes mentioned in 
this last Paragraph of this Section shall only he made by 
Prepayments extending over a Period of not more than Ten- 
Years instead of the Period mentioned in the said Acts for 
the Improvement of Lauded Property in Ireland : 

(4.) Loans made hy the Commissioners of Public Works for the 
Purposes mentioned in this Act shall not he advanced by 
Instalments as provided hy the Act of the Tenth of Victoria, 
Chapter Thirty-two, hut may he advanced in full on Com- 
pletion of the Forms of Security for the Repayment thereof 
required hy the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland : 
(5.) No Loan to be made for any of the Purposes herein specified 
shall be less than Fifty Founds or more than Two thousand 
Founds. 

Legal Proceedings. 

30 All Pines and Penalties imposed by this Act, and all Costs 
or Expenses hy this Act directed to be recovered, may, unless other- 
40 wise specially provided, he recovered in a summary Manner' within 
Six Months after the Commission of the Offence, in manner dn-ected 
hy an Act passed in the Fifteenth Tear of the Reign of Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria, Chapter Ninety-three, intituled “ The Petty Sessions, 
Ireland, Act, 1851,” or any Act amending the same ; and all Monies 
[X 47 .] B 3 received 



20 



25 



30 



35 



Recovery of 
Penalties. 

24 & 25 Viet, 
c. 109. s. 35. 
and 11 & 12 
Yict. c. 92. 
s. 35. 
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received in respect of Pines and Penalties recovered under the Act 
shall he paid as follows ; (that is to say,) 

One Third to the Person on whose Complaint the Pine or Penalty 
is recovered, and the Remainder to the Crown. 



cS'tioT* 31 - If “V Person shall think himself aggrieved by any Judg- 5 
to Quarter ■ men t> Order, or Conviction of any Justice or Justices of tlie Peace 
6 V- t whateTer ma y 1* the Amount of the Fine, Penalty, or Sum of Money 
llolV.m. ®*»d to he paid, or the Term, of the Imprisonment imposed, such 
Person may appeal to the Quarter Sessions in conformity with the 
Provisions of the said Petty Sessions, Ireland, Act, 1851. 10 



Appeal 
against Dis- 
missal. 

5 & 6 Yict. 
c. 106. s. 100. 



Illegal Nets 
shall be 
brought 
before Ma- 
gistrates at 
Petty Ses- 
sions and 
destroyed ; 



and legal 
Nets, when 
used ille- 
gally, shall, 
upon being 
forfeited, be 
sold. 

See 5 & 6 
Viet. c. 106. 
s. 103. and 
1 G. 1. 

stat. 2. c. 18. 
ss. 6. 14. 

18 G. 3.C.33. 
s. 4. 

Offences 
committed 
on Sea 
Coast where 
to be tried. 

24 & 25 Viet, 
c. 109. s. 37. 



32. And if any Person prosecuting shall think himself aggrieved 
hy any Order of Dismissal, it shall and may he lawful for such Person 
to appeal to such Sessions as directed in the said Petty Sessions, 
Ireland, Act, 1851, with regard to Appeals from any Conviction, upon 
giving like Notice and entering into a Recognizance with Two sufd- 15 
cient Sureties before any Magistrate, in any Sum not less than Ten 
Pounds, conditioned for the Payment of all suoli Costs and Expenses 

as shall he adjudged against him on the Hearing of such Appeal. 

33. In ease any Officer or Person hereby authorized and 
empowered to seize illegal Nets or Engines, or Nets or Engines of 20 
a legal Form and Size when used contrary to the Provisions of this 
Act, shall seize the same, it shall and may be lawful for him to retain 
the same in his Custody until the next Sitting of the Petty Sessions 
Court, or any Adjournment thereof, in the Petty Sessions District 
where, the same shall be seized, and at such Petty Sessions Court it 25 
shall and may be lawful for the Justices to order and direct the same 

to be forfeited, and in case the same shall he such as cannot he legally 
used under the Provisions of this Act, to order the same to he 
destroyed, and in case the same shall be such as may be legally used 
irnder the Provisions of this Act, then and in such Case it shall be 30 
lawful for such Justices to order the same to he sold, or otherwise 
disposed of as such Justice shall direct, and the Money arising there- 
from, if sold, to be applied in the same Manner as the Penalties im- 
posed for Violation of the Provisions of this Act are hereby directed 
to be applied. 35 

34. Any Offence committed under this Act, on the Sea Coast or 
at Sea, beyond the ordinary Jurisdiction of any Justice of the Peace, 
shall be deemed to have been committed within the Body of any 
County abutting on such Sea Coast or adjoining such Sea, and may 

be tiled and punished accordingly. 40 

SCHE- 
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SCHEDULE to which the foregoing Act refers. 



Form of Warrant tor a Water Bailiff. 

[Stamp.] 

I A.B. [or we A.B. and C.B . , as the Case may be,] 

5 [name the Blace or Places of Residence'], do hereby appoint JD.E. 
of [ncrne the Blace 'of his Residence] a Water Bailiff, 

to protect the Oyster Fishery of [name the Fishery ], 

pursuant to the Act of Victoria, Chapter , 

intituled ; 

10 and the said B.E. of [name the Blace of his 

Residence] is hereby authorized to do all lawful Acts as such Water 
Bailiff, according to the Provisions of the said Act. 

(Signed) A.B. 

To all whom it may concern. 



15 



20 



Form of Approval of Appointment of Water Bailiff. 



We, the undersigned Magistrates assembled in Petty Sessions at 
this Bay of , A.B. 18 

do hereby approve of the above Appointment of 
as Water Bailiff for the said Oyster Fishery [name the Fishery]. In 
witness whereof we hereunto subscribe our Names. 

A. B. J. P. 

C. D. J. P- 
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BILL 

To amend tlie Law of Ireland as to the 
Sea Coast Fisheries. 



( Prepared and brought in by 
Mr. Blake, and Dr. Brady . ) 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
8 May 1866. 

[Bill 147.] 

Under 3 oz. 
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